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I am writing to advise you that the first annual report on Wildlife Crime in Scotland will be laid
before Parliament on 30 September 2013, and published on the Scottish Government
website shortly afterwards.

Section 20 of the Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011 inserted a new
Section 26B into the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. The new Section requires Scottish
Ministers to produce an annual report on the state of wildlife crime in Scotland.

It prescribes that Ministers must lay a report every calendar year on offences which relate to
wildlife, to include information on incidences and prosecutions during the year to which the
report relates, and on research and advice relevant to those offences.

The report covers the calendar year 2012 whilst also drawing upon data from previous years.
The report aims to:

• Detail the wildlife crime priorities;
• Provide and explain crime incidence and prosecution data from a variety of reporting

organisations in Scotland;
• Highlight activities of the Partnership for Action Against Wildlife Crime (PAW)

Scotland and its sub-groups;
• Provide and explain research on Scotland's wildlife which will positively reduce wildlife

crime;
• Provide and explain information on the conservation status of key species in Scotland

which are affected by wildlife crime and are a UK crime priority group; and
• Provide recommendations to Ministers for ongoing activity.
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This will be the first annual report on Scotland's wildlife crime and inevitably this report will
be a document we will seek to further refine as availability and quality of data improves. I
hope that, in addition to providing a platform for debate, this and future reports will provide a
baseline against which we can assess trends in wildlife crime and shape future actions taken
by Scottish Government and PAW Scotland partners to bear down on such offences.

PAUL WHEELHOUSE
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